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ISSUED FROM THE OFFICE OF THE DIRECTOR 


NATIONAL LIBRARY OF MEDICINE 


On 13 March 1956 Senator Lister Hill and Senator John F, 
Kennedy submitted to the Congress S§,3430, a bill "to promote 
the progress of medicine and to advance the national health 
and welfare by creating a National Library of Medicine," The 
text of the bill follows: 


Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Represent- 
atives of the United States of America in Congress as- 
sembled, That there is hereby created an establishment 
by the name of the "National Library of Medicine" at 
the head of which shall be a Board of Regents (herein- 
after referred to as the "Board"), to be composed of 
the Surgeons General of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and 
Public Health Service, and the Librarian of Congress, 
who shall be ex officio members, and twelve individuals 
appointed by the President by Bnd with the advice and 
consent of the Senate and without regard to political 
affiliation, The appointed members of the Board shall 
be chosen from such fields as medical research, medical 
education, medical practice, and medical librarianship; 
preventive medicine and public health; dentistry; hos- 
pital administration; and pharmacy and pharmaceutical 
production; and shall include outstanding lay citizens 
who have demonstrated a keen interest in advancing the 
health of the Nation. Each appointed member shall hold 
office for a term of four years, except that (1) any 
member appointed to fill a vacancy occurring prior to 
the expiration of the term for which his predecessor 
was appointed shall be appointed for the remainder of 
such term, and (2) the terms of the members first tak- 
ing office shall expire, as designated by the President 
at the time of appointment, three at the end of the 
first year, three at the end of the second year, three 
at the end of the third year, and three at the end of 
the fourth year, after the date of appointment. None 
of the appointed members shall be eligible for reap- 
pointment within one year after the end of his preced- 
ing term, 

Sec. 2. (a) The members of the Board, while serv- 
ing on business of the Board, shall receive compensa- 
tion at the rate of $50 per day, and’ shall also be en- 
titled to receive an allowance for actual and necessary 
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travel and subsistence expenses while so serving away 
from their places of residence, 

(b) The Board is authorized without regard to the 
civil service laws to appoint a Director of the Nation- 
al Library of Medicine, who shall receive compensation 
at the rate of $15,000 a year. The Director is author- 
ized, subject to the civil service laws to appoint, and 
in accordance with the Classification Act of 1949, as 
amended, to fix the compensation of, such other offi- 
cers and employees as are necessary to carry on the 
business of the Library. The Director shall act as 
Secretary to the Board without vote. 

(c) The Board shall elect one of their number as 
Chairman, who shall be the presiding officer of the 
Board, The Chairman shall serve for a term of two 
years 


(d) The Board shall determine the time for hola- 
ing its regular meetings which shall be at least twice 
in each calendar year; and on application of any five 
of the regents to the Director, it shall be his duty to 
arrange a special meeting of the Board of which he 
shall give notice, in writing, to each of the members, 


Nine of the members of the Board shall constitute a quo- | 


rum to do business, 

Sec. 3. (a) The Board is authorized and directed 
to have prepared drawings and specifications for, and 
to construct, a suitable building or buildings for the 
use of the National Library of Medicine, in a location 
suitable for the purpose of enabling persons most con- 
cerned with the health affairs of the Nation to have 
ready access thereto, For such purpose the Board is 
authorized to acquire land by purchase, condemnation, 
or otherwise, or to accept the transfer of any land for 
a site from any executive department, independent estab- 
lishment, or other Federal agency, and any such Federal 
agency is authorized to make such transfer, 

(b) The preparation of said drawings and specifi- 
cations, the design and erection of the building or 
buildings, and all work incidental thereto, shall be un- 
der the supervision of the Administrator of the General 
Services Administration in accordance with provisions 
of the Public Buildings Act of May 25, 1926, as amended, 

Sec. 4. (a) It shall be the function of the Na- 
tional Library of Medicine-- 

(1) to acquire and preserve books,  periodi- 
cals, prints, films, recordings, and other library ma- 
terials pertinent to medicine; 

(2) to organize the materials specified in 
(1) above by appropriate cataloging, indexing, and bib- 
liographical listing; 

(3) to publish the catalogs, indexes, and 
bibliographical listings referred to in (2) above; 

(4) to make available the materials specified 
in (1) above through loans and through photographic or 
other copying procedures; 
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(5) to provide reference and research assist- 
ance aS may be deemed appropriate; and 

(6) to engage in such other activities as the 
Board may deem appropriate, 

(b) Subject to the direction of the Board the Di- 
rector of the National Library of Medicine may-- 
otherwise dispose of 
books, periodicals, films, and other materials not need- 
ed for the permanent use of the Library; and 

(2) furnish to governmental agencies, private 
organizations, institutions, and individuals 
publications 
of materials 

Library services; 


(1) exchange 


the catalogs 


photoduplicates 
tions, and other 


able basis, 


expense of making these materials 


able. 


(c) The Library's collections, bibliographic serv- 
ices, facilities for research, and other services shall 
be made available, under rules prescribed by the Board, 
to such authority 
after be provided by law, 


and subject 


Sec. 5. 


ister gifts, 


Board, 


(b) The Board is authorized to give suitable rec- 
ognition of the receipt of any gift, 
ing to the donor membership in 
tion as the Board may see fit to establish. 

(c) The actions of the Board, 
ment made or directed to be made by it 
funds, shall not be subject to review by any officer or 
agency other than a court of law. 

The Board is authorized to adopt an offi- 
cial seal which shall be judicially noticed and to make 
rules, and regulations as it deems neces- 
sary for the administration of its functions under this 
Act, including, among other matters, bylaws, rules, and 
regulations relating to 
and loan of library materials, 
its trust funds, 


Sec. 6. 


such bylaws, 


the Board. 
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of the Library, 
in the Library's collec- 
but such services 
may, in the discretion of the Board, be on a reimburs- 
to cover the cost or 
and services avail- 


or may here- 
to medical activities of the 
Federal Government, other governmental agencies, and to 
private organizations, institutions, and individuals. 

The Board is authorized to accept for 
the National Library of Medicine and to hold and admin- 
bequests or devises of money, securities, 
or other property of whatever character. 

wise restricted by the terms of the gift, 
devise, the Board is authorized to sell or exchange and 
to invest or reinvest in such investments as it may de- 
termine from time 
other property composing trust funds given, bequeathed, 
or devised to or for the 
brary of Medicine, 
shall be placed in such depositaries as the Board shall 
determine and shall be 


Unless other- 
bequest, or 


the moneys, securities, 
National Li- 
as and when 


expenditure by the 


including extend- 
such honorary associa- 


involving any pay- 
from any trust 


the acquisition, exhibition, 
administration of 


and the organization and procedure of 


Sec. 7. The President shall, at the earliest prac. 
ticable moment, provide for turning over to the Nation- 
al Library of Medicine the existing Armed Forces Medi- 
cal Library, its collections, records, and equipment, 

Sec, 8. For the purposes of this Act the terms 
"medicine" and "medical" shall be understood to include 
both preventive and therapeutic medicine, dentistry, 
pharmacy, hospitalization, nursing, and such other 
fields cf study or activity as the Board may deem re- 
lated, 

Sec, 9, The Board shall make annually to the Con- 
gress a report on the affairs of the National Library 
of Medicine for the preceding fiscal year, and said re- 
port shall include a statement of operations and prog- 
ress as well as an account of receipts and expenditures, 

Sec.10, There are hereby authorized to be appro- 


priated such sums as may be necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this Act, 


SYMPOSIUM ON ACQUISITIONS POLICY 


Plans are now complete for the symposium on the "Acqui- 
sitions Policy of the National Medical Library" to be held 
at the Armed Forces Medical Library on 12 April 1956, as an 
nounced in the December issue of the NEWS. Beginning at 
9:30 a,m., and continuing throughout the day, with a lunch 
eon intermission, the program is as follows: 

Introduction and statement of the problem 
Lt. Colonel Frank B. Rogers, 
(Armed Forces Medical Library) 


problem from viewpoint of library technology 
Mr. Verner W. Clapp 
(Library of Congress) 


problem from viewpoint of clinical medicine 
Dr. Benjamin Manchester 
(George Washington University) 


problem from viewpoint of medical research 
Dr. Homer W. Smith 
(New York University) 


problem from viewpoint of medical history 
Dr. Richard H. Shryock 
(Johns Hopkins University) 


problem from viewpoint of strategic intelligence 
Mr, Frederick G, Kilgour 
(Yale University) 


problem from viewpoint of general historiography 
Dr. Arthur E. Bestor, Jr. 
(University of Illinois) 


Summary Mr. Keyes D. Metcalf 
(Rutgers University) 











